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REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON

DECREE v 2024 / 0017 6 /PM OF 26 FEV 2024
ESTABLISHING THE TERMS OF MANAGEMENT OF WATER USED FOR
AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES AND MAINTENANCE OF nrDRAULiC
INFRASTRUCTURES IN IRRIGATED AREAS IN CAMEROON,

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

Considering

ARTICLE 1.- This decree sets out the modalities for the management of water for a®cultuFal

purposes and the maintenance of hydraulic infrastructures in irrigated areas in Cameroon

ARTICLE 2.- Without prejudice to the laws and rewlations in force relating to land and state
prJjertWgated areas and hydro-agricultural developments can be created and managed bY the
State, decentralized Territorial Authorities, a public establishment a public companY or a legal
entity under private law.

PEACE- WORK- FATHERLAND

THE PRIME MINISTER, HEAD OF GOVERNMENT,

the Constitution;
Law n'’ 96/12 of 5th August 1996 relating to the hamework law relatmg to
environmental management;

Law n' 98/005 of 1481 April 1998 relating to the water regime;

Law n'’ 2017/010 of 12th July 2017 relating to the general status of Publlc
Establishments;

Law na 2017/011 of 12th July 2017 on the general status of Public EnterpIIses;
Law n. 2019/02 of 24th December 2019 relating to the General Code of
Decentralized Territorial Communities;

Decree n' 92/089 of 4th May 1992 specifying the responsibilities of the Prime

Minister, modified and supplemented by decree n'’95/145 bis of 4th AuWst 1995;

Decree No. 2005/1 18 of 15th April 2005, organizing the MinistrY of Adculture and
Rural Development;
Decree No. 2011/408 of 9th December 2011 on the organization of the Government

modified and supplemented by Decree No. 2018/190 of 2nd March 2018;
Decree No. 2012/501 of 7th November 2012 organizing the MinistrY of Water and

Energy;
Decree No. 2019/001 of 4th January 2019 appointing a Prime Minist% Head of
Government;

Decree No. 2019/320 of 1 9th June 2019 specifying the terms of application of certaln

provisions of Laws No. 2017/010 and 2017/011 of 12th JuIY 2017 relating to an
general status of public establishments and public enteIpriseS;
Decree No. 2001/164/PM of 8th May 2001 speciB'ing the terms and conditions for
withdrawing surface water or groundwater for industrial or commercial purposes;

Decree No. 2001/165/PM of May 8, 2001 specifMng the terms of protection of
surface water and groundwater against pollution,
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ARTiCLE 3._ For the purposes of this decree, the following definitions are accepted:

Hydro-Agricultural Development (HAD): structwed and organized set of works.and :quQma]}
making it po,sible to hrigate and drain a#.uItural land comprising several inigated a:reas LIt
includgs water mobilization, transport, regulationl distdbution and drainage woTks’ and traffic
routes;

Management code: set of rules and contractual provisions which govern the use of water’ the
exploitation and management of irrigated areas bY a#cultulal producers;

public entity: public body that fulfils a mission of general interest

Agricultural water: water used in agriculture, livestock and fish farming.

Dewatering works: groundwater sampling device.

Producer organization: group of naturd or legal persons with legal personalitY and equipped

with bodies with specific skills to defend and satisfy the common interests of their members, whose
main income-generating activity is a©icultwe-

Irrigated perimeter: demarcated area of agricultural exploitation on wInch an lrrlgatlon
inBastructure is developed and whose subdivision is subject to network laYout constraints adaptlng

to the hrigatiorvUainage topography, as well as hydraulic management linked to distribution of
some water;

Sampling point/Water mobilization point: watercourse3 artificial or natural lake and/or
borehole;

Royalty Fee: tax due in return for the use of a public service or the operation of publlc equlpment;

Pumping station: a structure containing a pump (or several pumps) at a catchnnnt point that is
used to pump water from a water source into a canal.

Water user: moral or physical person to whom the right to use the water resource in an irrigated
area9 within the #amework of prescribed uses is Wanted.

ARTiCLE 4.- (1) The Hydro-Agricultural Developments created by the State are part of the publlc
domain, As such, the public entity is responsible for ensuring long-term management

(2) The developments referred to in paragaph 1 above, in whole or in pan as well
as the specific public service activities carried out there maY be subject to managennnt delegated

in accordance with current legislation.

ARTICLE 5._ (1) Without prejudice to the laws and rewlations in force, each public .entltX
;MiI-smr the management of an irrigated area draws UP an Area Managenwnt Code hdgated
areas for which it is responsible.

(2) The Management Code referred to in paragaph 1 above contains exclusiveIY

the provisions relating to water management and Warantees of qualitY and performance in the
execution ofin8:astructure maintenance work.

(3) The entry into force of the Management Code referred to in paragaph I above
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CHAPTER II
WATER SAMPLING

ARTICLE 6._ (1) The water to be collected is surface and ©oundwater'

(2) Surface water is identified as: runoff water, streams and staWant water'

(3) Groundwater is infiltration water and aquifers.

ARTiCLE 1 ._ (1) Water withdrawal can only be carried out at identified mobilization points and
according to the ttuesholds authorized by the legislation in force and the International Conventlons

ratified by Cameroon.

(2) The use of water in irrigated areas is exclusiveIY for a®cultural use-

ARTICLE 8._ (1) Before the opening of each agricultural campaign, the public entity, on the basis
m analysis of hydroIneteorolOgiCal data, defines the quantities of water to be taken bY the co-

contractor, at the mobilization points of water in accordance with tIn legislation in force’ the

Agreements and Conventions ratified by Cameroon.

(2) The public entiv ensures compliance with the withdrawal quantities defined in

paragraph 1 above.

CHAPTER IE
WATER AND INFRASTRUCTURE MANAGEMENT

ARTICLE 9.- Water users, in particular farmers operating in the irrigatedperimeters, must respect
the water discharge standards defined bY the legislation in force'

ARTICLE IO, (1) Without prejudice to the laws and reWIati011s, the p11blic entitY manages,
operates and maintains major structures, including retention dams, water pumpmg statlons,
protective dikes, irrigation and drainage networkS3 other water drainage works and traffic routes

(2) TIle user of water inhastructure, co-contractor referred to in Article 8 abovel

ensures its day-to-day management, in order to enable irrigation and drainage following the

technical protocol defined in the irrigated area management code'

(3) in tms light! it cannot modify, reconstruct or improve the inRastructures which
are transferred into operation, other than in accordance with an express written ageement of the

public entity? following a duly motivated request. SERViCES DU PF:£FaIEFI i'.'iINiST1 1:
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CIIAPTEW
SANCTIONS

ARTiCLE 11._ (1) Without prejudice to the sanctions provided bY the Penal Code, tIn Civil Code’
i-i=i===laws and regulations in force9 anY withdrawal of quantities of water’ exceedhW the
Emits defined at the start of the agricultural campaign is subject? depending on the case’ to
suspension or cancellation of the a©eement siWed between the public entitY and the co-contractor

water user.

(2) The regime of sanctions referred to in para©aph 1 above is defined in the
(.-ode a)r management of irrigated areas cited in article 5 of this decree

ARTICLE 12._ Mer concertation from the administrations in charge of agriculture and water and

miT;iIlice to legal proceedings, the sanctions provided for in article 11 above am also
applied in the following cases:

_ non_compliance with the specifications;

_ behaviour compromising the operation of the areas or the sustainabilitY of the
infrastructure.

CHAPTER V

MISCI.LLANI.OUS AND PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 13.. In order to ensure equitable, efficient and ecologicalIY rational nmlagement of
water, water users can form producer organizationS in accordance with current legislation

ARTICLE 14.- The Ministers responsible for water and aMculture are, each in whatsoever

concerns, responsible for the application of this decree which will be registered, published
following the emergency procedure, then inserted in the Official gazette in French and English' /-

Yaounde, 26 FEy 2024

":'='==;';" FiaT'--:“;--;'::-:’'=''--’'’'='
f;f:pig gRill tHigH C'Of. iF{)R+t ==

maU, MINISTER,
U :RNMENT,ar)1

4


